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2018 CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

THE 43rd ANNUAL INTERFERRY CONFERENCE
CANCUN, MEXICO • OCTOBER 6-10, 2018

SPONSOR NOW! AVAILABILITY IS LIMITED.
•  Create and raise awareness of your company 

and brand.
•  Generate interest, understanding and 

enthusiasm to help grow your new and existing 
product and service offerings.

•  Reach key decision makers among ferry owners 
and operators. 

•  Be a part of one of the premier annual events in 
the calendar of shipping conferences.

•  Participate in a lively, interactive atmosphere 
which offers optimal possibilities for the 
exchange of experience, ideas and contacts.

•  Support the world-wide ferry community and 
industry!

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL PRICE #AVAILABLE #REMAINING

PLATINUM $US 27,000 2 SOLD OUT

GOLD $US 16,000 4 SOLD OUT

SILVER $US 10,000 12 1

BRONZE $US 4,250 20 7

TRANSPORTATION $US 10,000 2 2

HAPPY HOUR $US 3,750 2 SOLD OUT

LANYARDS $US 3,550 1 SOLD OUT

CHARGING STATION $US 5,000 4 4

SPEAKER GIFTS $US 2,850 1 SOLD OUT

DELEGATE APP $US 2,850 1 SOLD OUT

*Conference sponsors have first option to retain their sponsorship for the following year, i.e. 2018 sponsors have first option for the same sponsorship in 2019. 

The annual Interferry Conference is the longest running 
international event devoted to the ferry industry, held 
in venues around the world for more than 42 years. 
Conference sessions address the latest topics of interest 
to the ferry industry including regulatory, technical, 

operations and commercial issues for both large and 
small operators. The Interferry Conference includes a 
program of highly informative speakers, a technical 
tour as well as three evening social events which are 
known for their exceptional networking opportunities.



2018 SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS PLATINUM GOLD SILVER BRONZE TRANSPORTATION OTHER*

Exhibition stand (location allocated by sponsor  
category & date of sponsorship confirmation) 3 3 3 3
Opportunity to show a 5 minute “flash” presentation 
during regular Conference sessions 3 3
Opportunity to submit a full-page article for  
Conference Guide 3 3

Joint sponsorship of the Farewell Dinner 3

Joint sponsorship of the Welcome Reception 3

Joint sponsorship of one lunch 3

Joint sponsorship of one coffee break 3
Joint sponsorship of delegate transportation to Conf. Events. 
Signage either on or upon entry/exit of delegate transportation 3
First option to retain same sponsorship level at  
the 2019 conference in London 3 3 3 3 3 3

Advertisement in the Conference Guide 3 full page 1/2 page 1/4 page 1/2 page 1/4 page

Logo integrated into the Conference graphics banner  
which appears on all marketing collateral and mediums 3
Logo on conference website (with link to  
Sponsor’s website) 3 3 3 3 3 3

Company description on conference website 3 3 3 3
Logo on Interferry.com home page  
thank-you carousel 3 3 3 3 3 3

Logo on Magazine Advertisements 3 3 3 3 3 3

Logo on Conference Brochures 3 3 3 3 3 3

Logo on Conference App 3 3 3 3 3 3

Number of Complimentary Delegate Registrations 3 3 1 1 1 1

Number of Discounted Delegate Registrations 3 3 1 3

Number of Complimentary Spouses Evening  
Social Packages 3 1 1

Banners with logo at Conference Registration and  
all breakout and Conference administration areas 3

Banners with logo in the Conference hall and foyer 3 3 3 3 3 3

Insert (brochure or small gift) in delegate bag 3 3 3 3 3 3

Logo on the delegate bag 3 3 3 3
Logo on the screen saver shown between sessions  
in the Conference hall 3 3

Sponsor logo on name badges 3
Sponsor logo on email blasts/announcements  
promoting the conference 3

Special delegate writing pad with Sponsor logo 3
One complimentary invitation (with one guest) to attend  
the Interferry Board of Directors dinner 3
Own sponsorship suggestion in consultation with 
Interferry 3

Two tables in a prime location at the Farewell Dinner 3
Conference Hotel upgrades through Interferry  
when possible and available 3

*”Others” includes Charging Station, Delegate App, Happy Hour, Lanyards and Speaker Gifts sponsorships
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The main body for maritime regulations is the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO), and we are fortunate to have 
consultative status there. The IMO does an excellent job of 
directly governing the rules and regulations for international 
shipping, and also indirectly for domestic shipping in many 
countries. The regulations established by the IMO make 
shipping safer and more environmentally sound.

Representing the ferry industry at the IMO means that 
Interferry needs to continuously engage to ensure the IMO 
understands the circumstances under which our members 
operate, which can be significantly different from other 
parts of the shipping industry. Then, our members can 
embrace new regulations with the knowledge they have 
been designed with our industry in mind.

In 2017, we worked with the IMO on a range of files. 
However, three files particularly impact our members: 
energy efficiency, damage stability and ballast water 
management.

EnErgy EfficiEncy
For the past eight years, Interferry has been working with 
the IMO to develop a fit-for-purpose regulation on energy 
efficiency requirements for new ships. Called the Energy 
Efficiency Design Index, or EEDI, a new design must be 
more efficient than the average of old designs.

This has proven to be a challenge for our sector in the 
passenger, ro-ro passenger and ro-ro cargo segments, 
primarily because it’s difficult to determine what is an 
average ferry.

It’s not that Interferry and our members don’t think energy 
efficiency is important. On the contrary, the desire to 
reduce our environmental footprint means that many ferry 
operators have embraced energy efficiency for decades. 
But in 2015, when the new regulations came into effect, 
owners found it challenging to build new ships, because 
what looked to be a 20 percent improvement in fuel 
efficiency for a new ferry, only rated as a minor improvement 
under the EEDI framework.

Interferry, along with important Flag States and other industry 
associations, developed the technical evidence to underpin 
a change to the requirements. The evidence helped us reach 
an understanding that the original requirements were not 
workable for our industry sector.. The result: IMO changed 
the EEDI requirements by 20 percent and introduced an 
upper size DWT threshold. This threshold reflects that 
while the trend within our industry is to build larger ships, 
the statistics used to define the requirements contain very 
few large ferries, so it is important to be cautious and not 
extrapolate beyond what the average data indicates.

We are pleased we were able to successfully work with 
the IMO to represent our industry and ensure regulations, 
while challenging to meet, are feasible to comply with.

DamagE Stability
Since the sinking of the Estonia in the Baltic Sea in 1994, 
the European Union (EU) has invested heavily in researching 
new technical requirements on passenger ships’ damage 
stability. Damage stability refers to a ferry’s ability to endure 

Interferry Regulatory Affairs
Investment In Brussels Regulatory 
Office Pays Dividends for Interferry 
Members at Recent IMO Sessions

Interferry represents the interests of our members in the regulatory 
arena, ensuring that fair and equitable regulations exist for the 
ferry industry. 

Where necessary, Interferry intervenes with regulators to ensure that 
regulations under development take into consideration all aspects of 
the shipping industry in general, and the ferry industry specifically. 

This is both beneficial for our members and it also makes for the 
formulation of better regulations that are inclusive to all marine sectors.
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a collision and survive long enough for the ship to be 
evacuated in an orderly fashion.

From Interferry’s point of view, the research has focused 
much more on requiring the ‘unsinkable ship’, than 
preventing a collision from occurring in the first place.

After years of debate, in June 2017, the IMO Maritime Safety 
Committee adopted new damage stability requirements for 
passenger ships. The new regulations may be challenging 
to meet, especially for ferries with long lower holds.

Interferry teamed up with Japan and other countries 
to ensure that the technical guidelines could indeed 
be achieved, especially for the smaller end of the ferry 
segment. We managed to overturn a previously agreed 
level of “unsinkability” to end up with requirements we 
believe to be reasonable for ships carrying fewer than 
1,000 passengers. For the larger ships, and in the aftermath 
of the sinking of the cruise ship Costa Concordia, the EU 
was adamant in introducing regulations that more steel/
subdivision is required going forward.

ballaSt WatEr
In co-operation with the International Chamber of Shipping 
(ICS), and a number of Flag States, Interferry reached 
the end of decade-long deliberations on requirements for 
Ballast Water Management. Interferry believed that the 
spread of invasive species should be prevented, but the 
issue is intercontinental rather than regional. Requesting a 
20 nm ferry to kill off all organisms in the ballast water it lifts 
in Port A, and discharges in Port B, didn’t make sense for 
our industry. If a ferry always operates in the same water, 
Interferry argued that it should not be accountable for the 
spread of foreign species.

For the global fleet of ships, a wide industry concern was 
how 50,000+ ships would be able to fit Ballast Water 
Treatment equipment on the day the requirements went 
into force?

Interferry is pleased that the IMO resolved this issue 
through a staggering process related to the ships’ dry 

docking schedule. Last week’s MEPC71 added two 
more years of compliance time, extending the previous 
September 2017 enforcement timeline to September 2019. 
With the staggering process, many ships will have several 
years after the 2019 timeline to comply.

Interferry successfully participated in and negotiated three 
situations our members would find challenging related to 
Ballast Water Exchange.

In some areas, ships are not allowed to undertake Ballast 
Water Exchange. However, this is a requirement pending 
installation of the equipment. Last week’s MEPC means 
that ships can now choose to do nothing prior to the date 
they need to have the equipment installed.

In other areas, ships are allowed to undertake Ballast Water 
Exchange, but only within certain regions. No provisions 
were in place for a ship that crossed a Ballast Water 
Exchange area, but didn’t have the time to undertake a full 
exchange while within that zone. The IMO clarified this and 
agreed that the Port State needs to issue guidance on how 
to manage this issue operationally.

Since spread of invasive species is predominantly an 
intercontinental issue, provisions are in place for short sea 
ship to be exempted from the requirements to fit treatment 
systems. These exemptions, however, are onerous and 
call for the operator to conduct biological surveys and 
risk assessments. Together with Denmark and Singapore, 
Interferry successfully argued for the IMO to introduce an 
alternative approach, where it is not a specific ship that is 
exempted, but a geographical area, such as the common 
waters between Singapore and Indonesia. The legal 
provision is now in place, waiting for operators to engage 
with their Port States to designate these “Same Risk Areas.”

IMO meeting, London

Johan Roos 
Director of Regulatory Affairs,
Interferry
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MODERN CLASS FOR 
SMARTER OPERATIONS
Today’s market needs smarter solutions – and a modern classification partner. Find out  
how our modern classification solutions can turn possibilities into opportunities – and make 
your operations safer, smarter and greener.

Learn more at  
dnvgl.com/maritime

Farewell Dinner, Split 2017

Conference Stage, Manila 2016

Conference Guide, Split 2017 Magazine Ads and Advertorials, Split 2017

Technical Tour, Split 2017

Conference Hall, Manila 2016 Conference Opening, Split 2017

Welcome Reception, Manila 2016
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Interferry’s 42nd annual conference takes 
place this coming October in Split, 
Croatia, and promises to be another 
successful event where the industry 
comes together, networks and learns 
about the latest and best practices 
applicable to worldwide ferry operators.

Customer Service, Ship Technologies 
and Safety are the key themes for the 
conference, and innovation is the glue that 
holds them all together – looking at new, 
different and better ways to conduct the daily 
business of ferry operations. Sessions will 
examine topics as diverse as changes through 
digital technology, use of big data, 
customer-facing communications, building the 
customer experience, new ship technologies 
and why safety makes good business sense.
Mike Corrigan, CEO of Interferry, is 
responsible for putting together the 
conference speaker’s program and couldn’t be 
more pleased about the four keynote speakers 
he has attracted for the 2017 conference – 
David Rowan of WIRED UK, John Wright of 
WrightWay, Brent Perry from Plan B Energy 
Storage (PBES), and Markku Mylly from the 
European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA).

“To say that I am excited about the program we 
have assembled would be an understatement,” 
said Corrigan. “The annual Interferry 
Conference is an opportunity for our members, 
their staff and others to learn about and share 
business practices that move their companies 
and the industry forward.”
In addition to talking about their areas of 
expertise, the four keynote speakers will focus 
on what’s here now, and what’s coming next. 
They will use their considerable knowledge 
and professional experience to flavor their 

presentations with the kind of stories that 
delegates will find are worth retelling.
David Rowan, Editor-at-large and founding 
Editor-in-Chief of WIRED’s UK edition, is a 
futurist and spends much of his time traveling 
the globe and talking with inventors, 
entrepreneurs and scholars in the technology 
space. He discusses the “next big things” that 
will materially affect the way we live and work. 
Rowan will apply his considerable knowledge 
and perspective to the ferry industry, preparing 
delegates for a future they may not have yet 
contemplated.
John Wright, Managing Director of 
WrightWay, is an expert in helping companies 
change their safety cultures. He has been 
instrumental working as a core member of BC 
Ferries’ team for almost a decade. John has 
observed the relationship between the safest 
companies also being the best operated and 
most financially successful. He will talk about 
what it takes to transform an organization into 
a “just” safety culture.
Brent Perry, head of PBES, is a world leader in 
development and implementation of alternative, 
environmentally friendly fuel sources for the 
shipping industry – specifically the ferry 
industry. He is a visionary regarding potential 
energy sources for ferries, and with the recent 
global recommitment to the Paris Accord, 
Perry’s presentation couldn’t be more timely.
Markku Mylly is Executive Director of the 
EMSA. He oversees the organization that 
arguably has one of the greatest impacts on 
worldwide safety regulations and standards. 
Mylly will speak about what’s new in vessel 
safety, what’s coming next, as well as provide 
a status update on current EMSA initiatives.
During the panel discussion on Intermodal 
Transportation our panelists from inside and 

outside the ferry market will share their 
insights and views on how transportation 
sectors are tackling the opportunity to combine 
their efforts and what developments could be 
on the horizon. 
The Always On, Always Connected panel 
on mobile communications will explore the 
opportunities and challenges of empowering 
your customers with mobile, including satellite 
communications options and onboard digital 
communications.
Our Cooking with Social Media panelists 
will share their wide-ranging industry expertise 
and examine how social media can add value 
to your customers’ experience. 
Other sessions and panels include: a 
Mediterranean Ferry Update; Ship 
Propulsion and Energy Technology; 
Electrification; Demographics; What's 
New with Fast Ferries; Digitalization; Big 
Data; and Cybersecurity.
Up-to-date session and panel information, 
schedules and speaker biographies are 
available on the conference website.  

The Interferry conference speakers 
program is on October 9 and 10, with a 
hosted welcome reception on Sunday, 
October 8. Conference organizers have 
also organized pre-tours on Saturday, 
October 7 and Sunday, October 8, with an 
Interferry Regatta scheduled for Sunday 
afternoon. Spouse and partner tours have 
been planned for the Monday and Tuesday.
For complete conference information and 
to register to attend the 42nd Annual 
Interferry Conference, visit 
InterferryConference.com and follow 
@InterferryOrg on Twitter.

SPEAKERS
PROGRAM
OCT. 9–10 INNOVATION IN THE FERRY INDUSTRY

• Mike Corrigan, Interferry
• David Rowan, WIRED
• John Wright, WrightWay
• Brent Perry, PBES
• Markku Mylly, EMSA

CEO KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

CORRIGAN PERRYROWAN WRIGHT MYLLY

• David Rowan, WIRED
• Markku Mylly, EMSA
• Brent Perry, PBES 
• John Wright, WrightWay

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

MYLLYROWAN PERRY WRIGHT

customer Service,
Ship technologies,
and Safety
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• Changing with the Digital World
• Digitalization and Big Data
• Customer-facing Communications
• Building the Customer Experience
• New Ship Technologies
• Why Safety is Good for Business

SPEAKERS PROGRAM • OCTOBER 9–10
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SPONSOR INTEREST FORM

This PDF is a fillable form. You can fill out the form on your computer using Acrobat Reader, save it 
(please add your company name to the file name), then email it to the provided addresses. 

Once the completed form has been received by Interferry, the sponsoring company will receive a 
Letter of Agreement (LOA) specifying the complete details of the sponsorship.

Yes, my company wishes to sponsor the 2018 Interferry Conference in Cancun at the following level:
 
PLATINUM • $US 27,000 • (x2) • SOLD OUT

GOLD • $US 16,000 • (x4) • SOLD OUT

SILVER • $US 10,000 • (x12) • 1 remaining

BRONZE • $US 4,250 • (x20) • 7 remaining

HAPPY HOUR • $US 3,750 • (x2) • SOLD OUT

TRANSPORTATION • $US 10,000 • (x2) • 2 remaining

LANYARDS • $US 3,550 • (x1) • SOLD OUT

CHARGING STATION • $US 5,000 • (x4) • 4 remaining 

SPEAKER GIFTS • $US 2,850 • (x1) • SOLD OUT

DELEGATE APP • $US 2,850 • (x1) • SOLD OUT 

Name _________________________________________________________________

Company ______________________________________________________________

Title ____________________________________________ Phone ________________

E-Mail ____________________________________________ Fax  _________________

Street Address  __________________________________________________________

City ________________________ State/Province _______________________________

Postal/ZIP Code ______________________ Country  _____________________________

For more information on sponsorships please contact:

Shari Corrigan – Director, Conferences and Administration, Interferry 
Tel: 1 (250) 516-9308 
Email: shari.corrigan@interferry.com

or

Karen Giffon – Sponsorship Coordinator, Interferry 
Email: karen.giffon@interferry.com

Conference Website: InterferryConference.com
Organization Website: Interferry.com
Twitter: @InterferryOrg

Magazine Ads and Advertorials, Split 2017
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